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^ You get an absolutely super 
TVsports game free 

when you rent your new 
colour television. 

Good show Rumbelowsr 
No other big company offers you 

such a wide choice of famous makes to 
rent. Rumbelows give you the set that 
suits you best for screen size, colour 
and rental terms. You can, for instance, 
select a 20" niodei for as little as£7.95 . 
per month and your initial payment of 
£47.70 secures six months viewing. 

And to make the choic^ even more 
exciting, there's a free Sports Video, 
game when you rent" a new colour set. 
Play tennis, hockey, football or squash. 
But hurry, this offer lasts only till 
December 21st - so play the game and 
get the best how at Rumbelows! 

T.V.SPORT$GAME 

Where renters can be choosers. 
Foryour nearest brarjch check your telephone directoiy orphone Waltham Cross31988 (South) Bolton 22471 (North). 
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PICTURE BY MICHAEL STROTO 

Patrick Macnee: gallant 

'HEN "The New Aven­
gers" flashed back on 
the telly-screen, after 
a 'seven year break, I 
didn't expec t much 

voltage from Patrick Macnee. 
As John Steed, in the 'sixties^ 
he'd ridden through vsromen's 
dreams. But in the 'seventies, 
and at 56, I dreaded a wilt in 
his carnation and a batter in 
his bowle r . Not to say a 
sharper crease in his face than 
in his pants, or worse, plastic 
surgery. 

I T V t o o k o u t i n s u r a n c e a g a i n s t 
a n j u a c t s of G o d o n Mr M a c n e e ' s 
a p p e a r a n c e by b iUing h i m a s a s o r t 
of " U n c l e S t e e d " t o h i s ta l l , dark, 
n e w s i d e - k i c k , G a m b i t . 

;They'd n o n e e d . I t ' s S t e e d w h o 
s t i l l s w i t c h e s ,on e v e r y w o m a n o v e r 
13, a n d w h o , i n c i d e n t a l l y , t o o o f t e n 
m a k e s G a m b i t l o o k a s if h e n e e d s 
a g o o d g a m b i t t o e k e o u t h i s a c t i n g . 

S i x t e e n years , f o u r A v e n g e r g ir l s 
a n d 150 e p i s o d e s l a t e r , t h e r e i s n ' t a ; 
s c r a t c h o n J o h n S t e e d ' s p o l i s h . 

On screen, he is sti l l as sharp as 
h i s lapels, and still looks as potent as 
h i s furled umbrella. 

6tt, Macnee Is modest, with 
manners which sound as If they've just 
been gone over w i t h a duster. 

Exiled in Palm springs, not so much 
by tax ais by the now im­
proving asthma of his 27-
•year-old daughter Jenny, 
instant reaction to a NKW 
Avengers was "Oh God, no— 
not me." When they twisted 
his Savile - Bow sleeve, .he . 
went into intensive training 
for the come-back. 
' He peeled off two stone by 
existing on raw fruit and veg 
—"it was hell, because when 
I'm tense—and I was--worry 
makes me eat on pounds and 
pounds. Henry Kissinger used 
to. do the same every time he 
had a world crisis." 

He totally corked the 
Scotch bottle—"that didn't 
upset me too much, except 
that I'd never noticed before 
how. ,boring your drinking 
pals can be when you're 
sober. 

"You start a lovely dinner 
party, and—bang—by the , 
time you've unfolded your 

napkin, half your chums are 
smashed, and ,teUing you the • 
same thing lour times. Only 
now you can actually hear it 
because you're not doing it 
yourself." 

He had himself psycho­
analysed off 80 cigarettes a 
day—"they really did con­
vince me I was smbking my­
self to death to spite a 
woman I loathed in childhood 
who used to chain-smoke in 
my face. 

" After that, I had to change 
my mind about psychiatrists 
being only for screwed-up 
Americans, and not for us 
well-organised British." 

Professional to his brolly 
tip, Macnee then trotted out 
the new Steed in whose 
mouth you dare look for, but 
not find, a false tooth. But, 
in private life, few actors 
spend less time'brushingr and 
greasing their Image. 

" I've reached the stage in 
life when I'm looking for a 
mature woman of 45 who 
wouldn't be critical of the way 
you make love, even when you 

, can't make it," said the twice-
married Macnee, whose son is 
30. 

." In theory, I've reached the 
' dangerous years' when a 
chap's supposed to go after 
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Honor Blackman, the first Avenger girl.. 

AND, ASrALWAYSi^TH^m^iMMtit. 


